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Just about the same views of civil polity aas
did their ancestors who formed mobs to resist
dhe introduction of the factory syvstem. Mr.

Wells speaks of democracy as having arisen in
the latter part of the sighteenth century, along
with the development of mechanism and in-
dustrial organization. To our m ]ﬂ'i, it was
pretty well advanced twenty-0dd centuries be-
fore, in Greece and in Persla. The three chief-
taine who discussed the future government of
Persia after the overthrow of the Magi left
very Httle to be said, save by way of repetition,
concerning the relative merits of democracy,
aristocracy and monarchy.

The trouble with Mr. Weils's ingenlous book
is that it assumes all things can be done by
machinery. They cannot. The deus ex maching
is an Imperishable and a most potent fact. In
the present case that fact is simply human
nature, which for thousands of yvears has as-
serted itself in politics, In the soclal order, in
domestic life, and in morals, [ncessantly and
fmuutably. If It has known no change In forty
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¥ou have won." This “absurd harangue,” as Its
author calls it, at least answered its purpose,
and Marie Antoinette was saved from one un-
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vas plotting to release the king and queen was
A makeshift of which proof was not even at-
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n
had cost nation much money, theére were
others at court who had received as much or
more and who had not her helpful and benevo-
lent nature and hablite. The theory that Robe-
splerre had persuaded her to advocate to the
king his appointment as tutor to the Dauphin,
and at the failure of his scheme had organized
the murder to destroy all evidences of his am-
bitlon. is not reasonable. Equally unproved is

the

Justlee, af the Interlor, and of Finance Stu-
dents of the period who have some acquaintance
with the character of that unclean dastard
Philippe Egalité, Duec d'Orleans, have thought It
not impossible that he had some concern in the
princess’s murder, He was her brother-in-law
and next heir to her share of the Duc de Pen-
thidvre's enormous

weilth,. When, moreover,
his wife was forced by his peculiarly atrocious
infidelities and open insult to leave him and
seek refuge with her father, the Duc d@'Orleans

accused the Lamballe of having urged the sepa-
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the object of his hatred.
4 woman as good as she
noteg without refutation ths

Tourzel,
frankly

Mme.
was

da
wise,

statément that this |

hatred “was one of t auses of the unfortu-
nate end of the unhag princess.'” We shall
probably never koow the truth: but Egalité
was not the man to be specially wronged by |

such a conjecture.
This book is not as graph
its picture of court life

> a8 [t might be in
under Louls XVI. the

translation s often stiff and too literal, and we |

note inaccuracles which may be due in some
cases 1o bad proofreading. With all its faults,
however, It has the interest with which eigh-
teenth century France invests even tha most
careless chronicle.
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